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According to Dr. Norris it is the nucleolus of the nucleated red cell of 
the bone-marrow which becomes the red disk, being freed by the con¬ 
secutive disintegration of the cell-wall, the nucleus, and the envelope of 
the nucleolus. 

Dr. Norris considers the colourless ellipsoids of the ovipara to be the 
analogues of the advanced lymph disks of the mammal, being transmitted 
to the blood like the latter in a colourless state to obtain their haemoglobin 
in the circulation. . 

Leukemia, according to Dr. Norris, is due to a hyperemia, and hyper¬ 
plasia of lymphoid organs, as the result of which the lymph corpuscles are 
not retained long enough to permit the decapsulation of the primary lymph 
disk, and the setting free of its nucleus as the advanced or invisible disk. 
Hence, nucleated white corpuscles pass over into the blood in large 
numbers. 

Amentia, according to Dr. Norris, is the result of a diminished vitality • 
of the lymph disks, which leads to a reduction of their life period, and 
consequent decrease in their numbers. As the hemoglobin is gained 
grad nail}' in the blood, equal increments in equal times, there must be a 
decrease of hemoglobin disproportionate to that of the number of corpus¬ 
cles shown by experiment to be as three to two. This explains the typical 
variety of anaemia. But the vitality of the corpuscle may be differently 
affected, impairing the normal rate of the hemoglobin-producing func¬ 
tion, so that the proportion of this coloring matter is reduced below that 
proper to the number of corpuscles present in the typical form of anemia; 
or the vitality may be still differently influenced, as the result of which 
tiie disk-producing power of the lymphoid organs is diminished, still fur¬ 
ther reducing the number of corpuscles, and resulting in the conditions 
known as pernicious or essential antenna. These are, of course, theories 
which are not demonstrated, but they are at least as plausible as any others 
which have been suggested in connection with these subjects. Mrs. Hart 
suggests that the theory of anteraia does not explain those cases of perni¬ 
cious antemia in which the number of corpuscles is enormously diminished, 
but the proportion of haemoglobin per corpuscle is above the average. 


Art. XXII I._ A Dictionary of Medicine, including General Pathology , 

General Therapeutics , Hygiene , and the Diseases peculiar to 1 To men 
and Children. By various writers. Edited by Richard Quain, 
M.D., F.R.S. 8vo. pp. 1810.' New York : D. Appleton & Co., 1883. 

In a work of such proportions as this volume of 181G pages of fine type, 
it is impossible for a reviewer to attempt thorough criticism in a limited 
space. Any selection of articles must seein invidious, because the reader 
cannot fail to acknowledge such a general excellence as will leave little 
room for adverse criticism. All the articles are concise and yet are com¬ 
prehensive enough to be satisfactory. These characteristics are best 
shown by the care bestowed upon subjects which have received but cursory 
notice in some of the encyclopedias which comprise many volumes. For 
instance, Enlargement of the Bronchial Glands, is treated by Dr. Quaiii. 
He comments upon the symptomatology under eleven heads. 1. Cough ; 



2. Pain; 3. Difficulty of Breathing; 4. Difficulty of Swallowing; 5. Con¬ 
gestion of Face ; G. Hemoptysis ; 7. Expectoration of Mucus; 8. Lo-sof 
Voice; 9. Vomiting; 10. Relief afforded by Change of Posture; 11. Phy¬ 
sical Signs. Enlargement of the Bronchial Glands as a cause of reflex 
excitement of the Vagus, is considered in the same article, and also in 
that on Pertussis, by V . Squire. Besides, there is a very interesting 
article entitled Diseases of the Pneumogastric Nerve, by W. R. Gowers! 
The same detail is observed by J. Risdqn Bennett, in his paper on 
Mediastinal Growths and Malignant Disease of the Lungs. But this 
attention to detail is perhaps carried to an extreme in the consideration of 
Diseases of the Heart. For instance. Dr. Bruce describes Fibroid Dis¬ 
ease of the Heart, also Congestion of the Heart with increase of Con¬ 
nective Tissue, while Dr. Quuiu considers the subject of Connective Tissue, 
Hypertrophy of the Heart. Balthazar Foster supplies an excellent 
article on Valvular Heart Disease, and Bristowe considers Cardiac Dila¬ 
tation and Cardiac Ilj’pertrophy. In addition we find an interestin ,r 
sketch of Malformations of the Heart, by T. B. Peacock. The per¬ 
spicuity of the subject would have been increased if the fifty pages de¬ 
voted to it could have been penned by fewer hands. Thomas Hayden and 
I\ Holmes consider the subject of Aneurism. Hie articles on Contagion, 
by John Simon; Germs of Disease, by II. C. Bastian; Zyme and Bacilli, 
by Victor Horsley ; Micrococci and Malignant Pustule, by Greenfield, are 
jill very comprehensive and thoroughly abreast with modern views. Even 
the Bacilli of Koch receive due attention. But after reading all of them 
one is tempted to feel that ultimate truth on this subject has not yet been 
reached, perhaps not beyond the_ 

“ little pitted speck in garnered fruit. 

Which, rotting inward, slowly moulders all.” 

A valuable contribution is made by Chas. S. Roy on the Nucleus of 
Cells, especially in relation to cell proliferation. Eighteen pages are re¬ 
served for Renal Disease, the subject having been given to T. Grainger 
Stewart. He has classified Bright’s Diseases as Inflammatory, Acute, and 
Chronic; Waxy and Cirrhotic. The commonest cause of the latter form 
being abuse of alcohol, particularly in the form of ardent spirits. Surgical 
Kidney is elaborately described under the following heads: 1. Chronic 
inflammation followed by absorption of the medullary portion and later on 
by stretching and thinning of the cortex without pyelitis. 2. Acute dif¬ 
fuse interstitial nephritis without suppuration. 3. Acute interstitial 
nephritis with scattered points of suppuration. 4. The cicatricial kidney. 

X he sections upon Diseases of the Liver are probably the least satis¬ 
factory in the hook. There is, however, a masterly summary of the sub¬ 
ject of Jaundice by Murchison. “ Rheumatoid Arthritis immediately 
follows ordinary acute rheumatism in a considerable proportion of cases.” 
In this view many will differ with Dr. Bruce. 

Tubercle is perspicuously considered by S. J. Gee, and the same clear 
conciseness characterizes the articles upon Phthisis and Diseases of the 
Pleura. A contemporary reviewer has called attention to a typographical 
error of some importance, viz., the statement of the dose of picrotoxine 
ns l of a grain instead of ^ for the night sweats of phthisis. The 
Diseases or the Brain and Spinal Cord are entrusted to the able hands of 
Hutchinson, Gowers, and Bastian. The account of the Diseases of the 
Spinal Cord is especially satisfactory. But enough has been said to indi¬ 
cate the scope of the book. The authors include many of the roost noted 
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Hart, Manual of Gynaecology. 

names in the British Islands, and the book is of value on this account 
as a reliable work of reference. Such general subjects as Hospitals, their 
construction and hygiene; Nursing, and the training of nurses; Disease 
and its treatment by rational methods based oh the advance of the knowl¬ 
edge of the nature of disease and the scientific study of the action of medi¬ 
cines, are all discussed at length. Homoeopathic treatment is described in 
the words of Moliere, who wrote long before Hahnemann, as u Part 
d’atnuser le mahule pendant qtie la nature gucrit.” But the antithesis is 
not stated, viz., that scientific therapeutics is but too often a meditation 
upon the causes of death. E. T. B. 


Art. XXIV.— Manual of Gynecology. By D. Berry Hart, M.D., F.R.C. 
P.E., Lecturer on Midwifery and Diseases of Women, School of Medi¬ 
cine, Edinburgh, etc., and A. II. Barbour, M.A., R.Sc., M.B., 
Assistant to the Professor of Midwifery, University of Edinburgh, etc., 
with D lithographs and 400 wood-cuts. 8vo. pp. 644. Maclachlan & 
Stewart, Edinburgh, 1882. 

The term manual,’* will convey to one who has not seen the volume 
under notice, a very imperfect idea of its character and value. We are 
obliged in general, to put a low estimate upon the class of books issued as 
manuals, which are usually very poor substitutes for standard works upon 
corresponding subjects. But in this instance we are happy to make an 
exception. What a digest of laws is to the legal investigator, this con¬ 
densation of knowledge is to the gynecologist. We have here presented 
to us, in as few words as possible, a body of science, sufficient if extended 
to fill several volumes. The authors have collected from the best treatises 
and monographs, the latter chiefly from journals, in English, French, 
and German, the latest opinions and directions upon the diseases of 
women, their treatment and surgical management, and have presented in 
illustration, not only the diseased conditions to be treated, but an exten¬ 
sive armamentarium of instruments and appliances, to bn employed in 
effecting a cure. Some idea of the research of the authors nmy be formed 
from the fact that the index contains the names of 28C writers, whose 
books and articles have been consulted and quoted. Among these we notice 
as frequently referred to, the names of Barnes, Bandl, Breisky, Matthews 
Dnncan, Emmet, Foulis, Fritcb, Gusserow, Ilegar, Munde, Ntcggerath, 
Olshausen, Huge, Schrceder, A. R., and Sir J. Y. Simpson, J. Marion 
Sims, Spiegelberg, Tait, T. G. Thomas, Virchow, Spencer Wells, and 
F. Winckel, which are very familiar to all gynecological students. In¬ 
stead of the usual plan ot giving the bibliography at the beginning or end 
of the volume, each chapter and special article commences with a list of 
the papers consulted in its preparation. This gives to the reader a very 
valuable index medicus, and adds very largely to the value of the work, 
by directing the student of any one portion, to elaborate treatises in which 
he may find the subject in question more fully presented. 

We take great pleasure in recommending this work to the medical pro r 
fession of our country, as fully up to the times, and one of great value for 
ready reference. The volume does credit to its publishers, its type being 
clear, and its wood-cuts well executed and effective. It will make quite 
an important addition to gynecological treatises. R. P. H. 



